Nov. 11-20.]
Samuet Richardson*
English lawyer, from having been so long at the bar, and having passed through so many of the great offices of the law. Sir, you may as well maintain that a carrier, who has driven a packhorse between Edinburgh and Berwick for thirty years, does not know the road, as that Lord Mansfield does not know the law of England'.'
At Mr. Nairne's, he drew the character of Richardson, the authour of Clarissa, with a strong yet delicate pencil. I lament much that I have not preserved it; I only remember that he expressed a high opinion of his talents and virtues ; but observed, that ' his perpetual study was to ward off petty inconveniences, and procure petty pleasures; that his love of continual superiority was such, that he took care to be always surrounded by women3, who listened to him implicitly, and did not venture to controvert his opinions; and that his desire of distinction was so great, that he used to give large vails to the Speaker Onslow's servants, that they might treat him with respect.'
On the same evening, he would not allow that the private life of a judge, in England, was required to be so strictly decorous as I supposed. ' Why then, Sir, (said I,) according to your account, an English judge may just live like a gentleman.' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir3,—if he can:
At Mr. Tytlcr's, I happened to tell that one evening, a great many years ago, when Dr. Hugh Blair and I were
Ml
1  See ante, iv. 205.
2  ' My acquaintance," wrote Richardson (Carres, iv. 317),' lies chiefly among the ladies; I care not who knows it.'    Mrs. Piozzi, in a. marginal note on her own copy of the Pioesi Letters, says:—' Dr. Johnson said, that if Mr. Richardson had lived till / came out, my praises would have added two or three years to his life.    " For," says Dr. Johnson, "that fellow died merely from want of change among his flatterers: he perished for want of -more, like a man obliged to breathe the same air till it is exhausted." '    Hayward's Piozst, i, 31 r.    In her Journey, i. 265, she says :—' Richardson had seen little, and Johnson has often told me that he had read little.'   See ante, iv. 33.
3  He may live like a gentleman, but he must not' call himself Farmer, and go about with a little round hat.'   Ante, p. 126.
sitting-original ?"—Tytler. " No, Sir."—Johnson. " Why, then, we see to what this testimony comes:—Thus it is."—He afterwards said to me, " Did you observe the wonderful confidence with which young Tytler advanced, with his front already brasedt" '
